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TO SOUTHEAST ALASKA“Declare his glory among the heathen,
his wonders among all people.”

Dear Friends, 

Hello from Unalakleet, Alaska! It has been awesome to spend our last few days in the month 
of September in a bush village. Yesterday, a man from the village brought the pastor a bag of 
muktuk (whale skin and fat) as his tithe. The pastor graciously accepted and will wait till someone 
else in the village needs it this winter to graciously, pass it along. Trading and bartering are common 
here in the bush, since most people cannot afford what the stores have to offer. The price of a 
gallon of orange juice is $18.45, a gallon of water is $9.50, and a box of 180 diapers is $85.89, ect.. 
These prices go up in the winter time when travel is limited. 

More important than the physical needs, we have also seen and heard about the spiritual 
needs. For the most part, older siblings are left to raise the younger children. On Wednesday night 
an eighteen year old young lady came to church. She brought her four year old boy (who she had 
when she was fourteen) and her one year old nephew, whom she cares for as well. This is 
completely normal in the villages and most of the “bad stuff” cannot go into a prayer letter. When 
there is no authority from the time you are a child, often times you would find it very hard to submit 
to God’s authority. Such is the case in a culture with little to no authority. The crime rate here is 
higher than Chicago’s which is the case with most Alaskan villages. 

The great commission tells us to reach Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost. While 
most would consider Alaskan villages to be the uttermost, I would add that they are also Samaria. 
Samaria was considered a culturally different group of people. Most of the religious crowd looked 
down on Samaritans in Jesus’ day. The thought was that they should just be left to themselves, but 
Jesus thought differently of Samaritans. He purposely went through the region to reach them! 

Our family is doing well. God has been so good to us! We will be in Alaska until mid-October. 
Thank you to the churches who have recently hosted us and been a blessing to us! Our support this 
month is at 16%. Thank you for your prayers for our family, but more importantly, please pray for the 
lost in Alaska. 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might! 
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